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of the tomb was whitened with a wash largely composed of pearls 
ground to powder. 

Mustafakhan's Mosque and Palace: About yards to the 
n0rth of Jumma Masjid road stands this mosque, a ve1:y lofty and 

built edifice. The mosque stands on a platform about 
5 feet high. Behind this mosque are the ruins of Mustafakhan's 
palace, portions of which have been preserved and patched up. 
It must have been an extensive residence judging from the 
extent of the different blocks of buildings, courtyards, gateways, 
tanks and gardens. 

Nara.,imha Temple: This temple, popularly know·n as 
Narasoba's temple is in the west centre of the citadel. The temple 
is dedicated to god Dattatraya. The audience hall was a stone 
structure, but it has now been replaced by a gabled corrugated 
iron cover standing on wooden pillars. Ibrahim Adil Shah II 
seems to have taken great interest in this temple and is reported 
to have also worshipped in it. 

N au Gumbaz : This " mosque of the nine domes " is situated 
about QOO yards to the north-east of Mustafakhan's mosque. The 
peculiarity of this building is its multiple doming. The body of the 
mosque is divided by its arching into nine bays. Save for the 
want of a little more height in the arches, this mosque is remarkably 
well-proportioned in all respects. 

Pani Mahal: In front of Aras Mahal, upon one of the 
bastions of the old Citadel wall, are the ruined walls of a little 
pavilion known as the ' Pani Mahal '. This was originally a 
little garden house or pleasure resort, occupying an elevated posi
tion. It was probably called the Pani Mahal as it overhung the 
surrounding water of the moat. The few small walls that remain 
are covered with clean-cut surface ornament. The masonry of 
these walls is particularly well-fiqished. 

Parshwanatha Temple: The temple is almost a square and is 
strongly built with semi-polished stones. The small entrance 
door in the south leads into a rectangular hall into which open 
three doors of the shrine along the western wall of the temple. On 
a small raised platform in the shrine are some ,Jaina statues, the 
central one being that of Parshwanatha. There are three other 
Parshwanatha temples. in Bijapur city. The structural style 
of these temples resembles that of similar temples in Gujarat. 

Rama Mandira: It is an oblong structure, 40 feet by 60 feet, 
with the temple proper constructed in the middle. It was construc
ted about 50 years ago by some devotees of Shri Rama from the 
1\farwadi mercantile community. The sanctum is a V5 feet square 
situated in the middle of a hall. The walls and the floor of the 
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sanctum are fixed with coloured tiles,, and white marble idols of 
Rama, Sita and Lakshmana are installed in it . 

• Rukmangada Pandit Samadhi : To the south-east of the citv 
just beyond the city limits stands a modest rectangular building. 
It is the Samadhi of Rukmangada Pa.ndit who is said to have been 
born in 1610 A.D. Son of a judicial officer under the Adil Shahs, 
he became a great physician, musician, philosopher and yogi cre
dited with supernatural powers. It is believed that he performed 
many miracles such as enabling the born dumb to speak, turning 
flesh into flowers, cming leprosy-patients and stopping the ravages 
of cholera epidemic, etc. It is also believed that he played a distin
guished part in repelling the first invasion of Aurangzeb. A great 
festival is held annually on the anniversary of the philosopher. 
In front of the samadhi are outhouses for the use of pilgrims. 

Sangit Mahal : About the centre of 'Nauraspur' (a new city 
built by Ibrahim Adil Shah II four miles to the west of Bijapur, 
which is now in ruins) within a high walled enclosure, are the 
remains of the Nauras or Sangit Mahal which is a duplicate on a 
smaller scale of the Gagan Mahal in the citadel of Bijapur. Most 
of the palace is a mass of ruin. A small stream encircles th'e palace 
on two sides, and surrounding all about a 100 yards off, a lofty wall 
secures privacy. With the hills round Na1uaspur in the back
ground and the ruins of other palaces on every side, the situation 
of the Sangit Mahal' is extremely picturesque. 

Sat Manzil: This seven-storeyed palace is the corner struc
ture of a large quadrangular range of buildings on the west of the 
citadel owrlooking the inner most. From every quarter of the 
town and citadel this building is seen to rise high above the 
surroundings. At present it rises to a height of five storeys or 97 
feet in all, but a narrow staircase rises from the fifth to a sixth 
which does not now exist. It is said to have been built by Ibrahim 
Adil Shah II in 1583 as a palace, but if this were so, it must have 
been far more extensive than it is at present for its accommodation 
is very limited. It must have been an adjunct to the whole of 
the palace buildings rather than a separate one in itself. It was 
once supposed to contain exquisite ornamentations and paintings, 
but there are now no traces of these except for some paintings in 
the stucco work of the ceilings of the different floors. The top of 
the building commands a picturesque and over-all view of the city, 
which well repays the toil of ·climbing. 

Siddheskvara Temple: The construction of this temple 
was begun about 50 years ago and was only recently completed. 
It Is a rectangular structure about 40 feet north-south and 100 feet 
cast·west, the external walls being built .of polished stones from 
Badami. In the sanctum beyond is the polished brass bust of 
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Pannaga-bhushana Shiva or Siddheshvara with only the face visible 
over the pedestal. A high tower rises over the sanctum. 

Taj Bavdi: About a 100 yards east of the Mecca gateway is 
situated the Taj Bavdi. It is stated• to have been built by Malik 
Sandal in honour of ·Queen Taj, wife of Ibrahim Adil Shah II. The 
well is 223 feet square and 5£ feet deep. Inside of the archway a 
broad terrace or landing juts out into the water of the tank, from 
which flights of stone st~ps on both sides lead down to the water's 
edge. 

Travellers' Bungalow and Oirctdt House: About a mile and a 
half from the railway station stands the Travellers' Bungalow and 
Circuit House within- a large open space enclosec.l. by a compound 
wall. It was constructed out of the ruins of Yakut Dabuli's .Mahal. 
The Circuit House, which is a part of the building, is a first class 
bungalow fully furnished. The Travellers' Bungalow which 
forms the other part has got two suites. . The whole building has 
got a high pl!inth and is airy and well-maintained. 

Upari Buruj: On a high ground about 260 yards south of 
Chand Bavdi is the isolated tower known as the 'Upari Buruj' 
(lofty tower). A Persian inscription near the top states that it was 
built about A.D. 1584. The tower is round and about 80 feet high 
and is climbed by a :flight of stone steps winding round outside. 
Whether it was ever useful in defence is unknown, but it was 
furnished with all the necessary war materials, guns, powder
chambers and water cisterns. Its two guns are ·curious as they are 
of great length with bore of somewkat small calibre. 

Yakut Dabuli's 'lomb and Mosque: To the north-east of 
Adalat :Mahar is an extremely pretty little square building surmoun
ted by small minarets. This is the tomb of Yakut Dabuli. The 
side-walls are ornamented with handsome open stone windows 
which are well-carved. The mosque close by is a larger and more 
important -building than the mausoleum. 

BILGI : Eighteen miles north-west of Bagalkot is Bilgi, the 
headquarters of the Bilgi taluk. The chief objects of interest in 
and about the town are ponds and temples from three to . four 
hundred years old. About ~00 yards from the north gate of the 
town is the Arettina-bhavi (six-bullock well). In the 'inside of 
the well is a shrine of Mahadeva. Inscriptions in Kannada, 
Marathi, Persian and Sanskrit record that it was built in A.D. 1708. 
South of Bilgi are the pond and the temple of Siddheshvara. In 
front of the temple is a lamp-pillar cut out of one stone and SO 
feet high with an inscription recording that it was built in· A.D. 
1589. The place has a high school and an Inspection Bungalow, 
Class II. 
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CHADCHAN (Indi taluk) is a village on the Bijapur-Pandharpur 
road and is about 19 miles from Indi Road railway station. There 
is an old temple of Paramananda said to have been constructed 
on a spot where Saint Prabhudeva had encamped. A Sangamesh
vara fair is held every year, during which a large-scale trade in 
cattle takes place. The people of this place took an active part 
in the freedom struggle and constructive programme. It is a place 
also noted for cultural activities. There is a colony of weavers 
and a high school. The place has an Inspection Bungalow, 
Class I. 

CHANDKAWATHE (Sindgi taluk) is a small village, nine miles 
north-west of Sindgi and 8'1 miles south-east of lndi Road railway 
station. The village has a temple of Ramalinga with a flat roof 
and six square sculptured pillars. About half a mile from the 
village is a temple of Paramananda-deva, the Lord of Supreme 
Happiness. The temple which had gone out of repair was repaired 
by the villagers recently. 

CHATTARKI (Sindgi taluk) is a small village 10 miles from 
Sindgi. It has a temple of Dattatraya with SO square sculptured 
pillars and a square spire. The images in the temple are of 
Ishwara and Ganapati and there are also several figures both male 
and female. The temple is in good order and is in use. 

CHIMAD (Jamkhandi "taluk) is 15 miles south-west of Jam
khandi. The village has a well-known holy place of Chimad 
Maharaj, called " Raghunatha Maharaj Matha ". Every year 011. 

the Naga Panchami day a fair is held with a car festival. 

CHIMMALAGI' {Bagewadi taluk) is a holy village about four 
miles from the meeting plac~ of the Krishna and Ghataprabha 
rivers. Its old name is said to be Chinmayakshetra. The village 
has two old Kannada inscribed stones, but so worn out as to be 
almost entirely unreadable. 

CHITRABHANKOT (Mudhol taluk) is a small village on the 
bank of the Ghataprabha, about nine miles south-east of Mudhol. 
It is known for an ancient ,cave, in which the Jnaneshvari Swamis 
of Lokapur performed their penance more than a hundred years 
ago. The cave is at a distance of five furlongs from the village. It 
is entered through a narrow path, which leads to a big open hall, 
where water also is available. 
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tank in front of the temple. The old temple was in the Dravidian 
style and it has been rebuilt in a modern style. The present temple 
is a granite building with a small dome. The village is noted for its 
betel leaves. The betel gardens are irrigated by the Saraswathi 
nala and the Harishchandra Tirtha. 

DEVANGAON (Sindgi taluk) is a village on the Bhima about 
12 miles north-east of Sindgi. The village is said to have been 
founded by a person named Devanbhatta and has temples of 
Kalmeshvara, Mallikarjuna and Shankara-linga. 

DEVARA-NIMBARGI (Indi-taluk) is about 18 miles to the west 
of Indi Road railway station. It is the birth-place of Gurulingappa 
Maharaj. There is also the samadhi of this saint here. The village 
has an old temple of Maruti. It is said to have been built about 
1480 by Dhanayi, a Kuruba woman. 

DHULKHED (Indi taluk) is a holy village on the Bhima, 1.5 
miles north of Indi Road railway station. It is said to have been 
the scene of the legendary sacrifice of Daksha Prajapati. Ashes 
are found wherever dug in the gaothana area of about 13 acres in 
the village. There is an old temple of Shankaralingadeva and the 
linga, which is considerably big and made of sand, is greatly 
venerated. 

Gaddanakeri (Bagalkot taluk) is about five miles west of 
Bagalkot. On a hill near the village are buildings in the Bijapur 
style of architecture. They have the tombs of a saint, Maleyappa 
Ayyanavaru,, and his son Manappa. Near these two, are plain 
tombs of members of the family ·and•a shrine of H.anumantha. The 
saint's tomb is worshipped especially in seasons of scanty rainfall. 

GALAGALI (Bilgi taluk) is a large village on the Krishna about 
14 miles north of Kaladgi and 32 miles north-west of Bagalkot 
railway station. The village is said to have been originally called 
Gala va Kshetra. There are seven caves believed to be of Gala:va 
and other sages. It is said that about a mile and a half north of 
Galagali is a large temple in the bed of the Krishna and that during 
the famin~o of 1876-77 when the water became unusually low, the 
upper part of the temple was seen. On the bank of the river near 
the village is a small temple dedicated to Yellamma. The village 
has four other temples of no great interest. There is a high school 
here. 

GoLAGERI (Sindgi taluk) is a village about 14 miles from 
Sindgi and 47 miles from Indi Road railway station. There is a 
temple of Gollaleshvara said to be about 600 years old. According 
to a tradition, a shepherd boy named Balala installed the linga in 
this temple. The idols of A vamma and Malkamma found in the 
temple are also notable. The ratha of this temple is said to he 
the biggest in the area. An annual fair is held. 
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GuLEDGUD (Badami taluk) is a large town 14 miles north- Guledgud 
east of Badami and six miles from Guledgud Road railway 
station. It is one of the oldest towns in the district. It first stood '\V 
~n the top of a nearby hill and even now relics of the old town can 
be seen there. The present town was built in 170.5 A.D: on the 
site of a dry lake. It is now the biggest und most flourishing town 
in Badami taluk. It is noted for manufacture of choli cloth, which 
is marketed all over India. There are about 5,000 handlooms in this 
town., The civic affairs of the town are managed by a munici-
pality. There is a higher secondary school as also a high school. 

HALLUR (Bagalkot taluk) is a village about 18' miles east of Hallur 
Bagalkot. There is a large temple of Basaveshvaradeva said to 
have been built during the Cholas. A yearly fair is held at the 
temple in December-January. 

HALSANGI (Indi taluk) is a village about nine miles from lndi Halsangi 
Road railway station. There is an old fort of the Adil Shahi times. 
Every year att Urus of Dada Peer Saheb is held here. It is a place 
noted for traditional learning and literary and cultural activities. 
The Kannada poet ' Madhura Chenna ' lived here. There is an 
'Aravinda Mandala' devoted to the study of Aurobindo's philo-
sophy. There is also a high school named after Aurobindo. 

HEBBAL (Bagewadi taluk) is a small- village about 12 miles Hebbal 
south of Bagewadi. About 800 yards from the village is a fine 
Chalukyan temple. Of the three other temples situated near this 
temple, one is built on the bank of the hollow in which the temples 
lie. The third temple has some architecturar beauty. 

HIPPARGI (Sindgi taluk) is a large village about 15 miles Hippargi 
southcwe:;ct of Sindgi. Its old name was Pippali. There is an old 
temple of Kalmeshvara here said to have been built by Jamadagni, 
the father of Parashurama. The chief object of worship is a linga 
called Kalmeshvara. There is a local legend that the renowned 
Sanskrit poet, Kalidasa, was a devotee of Kalmeshvara. Half a 
mile east of Hippargi, is a temple of Shri Martanda. The temple 
is said to be more than 500 years old. There is a high school and 
an Inspection Bungalow, Class II. 

HoRTI (lndi taluk) is a large viUage about lit miles south~ Horti 
west of Indi and has two old temples of Siddheshvara and 
Mallikarjuna and two small temples, one of Ishvara and the other 
whose name is not known. The lintels of the shrines in all the 
first three . temples bear a figure of Ganapati and the fourth 
temple has lions' heads in addition to Ganapati. 

HuNGUND is the headquarters of the Hungund taluk. It is a Hungund 
growing town with a good market. The nearest railway station, 
Bagalkot, is SO miles west. Most of the wells in Hungund are 
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impregnated with sulphuretted hydrogen. On the hill overlooking 
the town are the remains of a Jaina temple called Meguti. The 
temple pillars are square, massive and of unusual d~sigu. In the 
town- just below the hill is the temple of Ramalingacleva with 16 
Cb.alukyan pillars, square and tulip-shaped. A fair in honour of'god 
Sangameshvara is held in the town every year. A type of yellow 
talc is found on the hill overlooking the town. This was perhaps 
the reason for its old name honna kunda or honna gunda meaning 
abounding in gold. There is a higher secondary school and an 
Inspection Bungalow, Class II. 

' 

lLKAL (Hungund taluk) is a municipal town about eight miles 
south of Hungund. It is a centre of the weaving and dyeing 
industries in the district, specially famous for its sarees. There are 
three temples, one of Banashankari, another of Basavanna and the 
third of Vyankoba. The first two temples are modern in the open 
style and have no architectural interest. The third is a solid 
stone strueture. The pillars are said to have been brought from 
Aiholc. The stone roof is carved into rafters and battens in 
imitation of old temples but the temple is open-fronted. The 
town has two high schools. 

There is a V eerashaiva Matha; here presided over by a Virakta 
Swami called Mahantaswami. The founder of the Matha was a 
great saint whose memory is highly respected even today by all 
sections of the people in the area. 

INCHAGERI (Indi taluk), a village situated on the Bijapur
Sholapur road, is about six miles from Horti. This is a place 
hallowed by the residence of saints like Gurulinga Maharaj, 
Bhausaheb Maharaj and Girimallappa Maharaj who spread their 
spiritual messages from here. A number of their followers meet 
here once a year and observe a saptaha. There are hills round 
about. About a thousand acres in the neighbourhood of this 
place have been earmarked for affor\')station. There is also a cattle 
breeding centre here. 

INDI is the headquarters of Indi taluk and sub-division. It is 
8! miles south-east of Indi Road railway station. In the Bhima 
Mab.atmya, Indi is descTibed as Payakshetra (the milk-spot). 
Here the temple of Shanteshvara is in good repair and is still in 
use. It has an octagonal spire adorned with figures. There are 
two high schools and an Inspection Bungalow, Cla!!s II. 

INGALESHVAR (Bagewadi taluk) is a large village six miles 
north-east of Bagewadi. It is an ancient place. There are eight old 
temples, two of which are cave temples. From inscriptions it is 
gathered that three of them were built in 11~8 A.D. by one Neela
kantha Nayaka. The largest ·temple, which is dedicated to 
Someshvara, contains 36 round pillars. On an octagonal stone in 
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the roof of the porch are representations of the nine planets. At the 
door are female doorkeepers and on each side of the door are cells 
in one of which is a linga, with Ganapathi. Over the shrine is 
I,akshmi with elephants. The shrine contains a linga, a nandi and 
a figure of Ishvara on the lintel. The Narayana temple has ~4 
round pillars. There is a finely carved image of Narayana about 
four feet high. This image is said to have been installed during 
the time of the Peshwas, in place of an old image of Gopi1latha. 
Above the door and on the lintel of the shrine, which contaim 
a linga, are elephants. Above the shrine of Narayana are figures of 
ten incarnations of Vishnu and on both sides are carved figures of 
sages. 

To the south of the village is a temple of Shobhanadeva facing 
east. On the ceiling there are finely carved dikpalakas surrounded 
by other figures. Over the shrine is Lakshmi with elephants. , 
There is a linga. Of the 18 pillars, four are sculptured and one is 
inscribed. The temple of Kalmeshvara is about the size of the 
temple of Narayana. The temple of Kalappa contains figures of 
females, birds; probably garudas, and serpents. In the shrine 
there is a tinga. The temple of Paramananda is not of much 
architectural interest. 

Of the two cave temples, which are in a nearby hill, one is of 
Siddheshvara and the other of Akka Nagamma. To the former, 
the entrance is through a window~like door, facing north-east. 
Passing through three rooms, each two steps lower than the last, 
the passage inclining all the while to the left, one reaches the 
shrine which is about 15 feet below the level of the first excava
tion. The image of Siddheshvara is in a sitting posture. The 
ascent from the shrine is by a winding passage similar to that by 
which it is reached. A neighbouring cave dedicated to Sanga
meshvara has a linga on a raised platform. On a stone are five 
female figures. In Akka Nagamma's cave temple, which is ruined, 
there is a female image. 

The Narayana temple has two inscriptions and the Someshvara 
temple on((,,, all in old Kannada characters, recording the grants • 
relating to the temples, the names of the builders and the dates. 
The village has a high school. 

JAINAPUR (Bijapur taluk) is an old village on the left bank J'ainapur 
of the Krishna about 25 miles north-west of Bagalkot and 18 miles 
south-west of Muiwad railway station. The name of the village 
is said to have been derived from its old Jaina inhabitants. 
Another version says that it may also be the old Muslim Zainapur. 
It has three temples, Lingada Katti, Papanashana Katti and 
Ramathirtha, all on the Krishna river. The temples are used and 
are in good repair. 
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JAMKHANDI, the capital of the former Jamkhandi State before 
its merger with Bombay State, is 34 miles· from Kudchi railway 
station and 35 miles south-west of Bijapur. It is now the head- · 
quarters of Jamkhandi taluk and sub-division. The civic affairs of 
the town are managed by a municipality. The town is supplied 
with water from a reservoir on a hill. An annual cattle fair is held 
in April. There are four temples in the town, those of Um::t 
Rameshvara, Jambukeshvara, Kalmeshvara and Basavanna. Out
side the town are other famous temples. There are several pretty 
buildings in the town. The durbar hall is now used as a college 
auditorium. ' Rama Nivas, ' a spacious anq beautifully built rest 
house, is situated on a hillock. Jamkhandi is a growing town and 
is a centre of trade, commerce, industry and education. An indus
trial estate is located here and there are two colleges, one of Arts 
and Science and another of Education and two high schools. 

KAKHANDAKI (Bijapur taluk) is an old village 16 miles south 
of Bijapu.r. It has a temple of Mahipati Swami which has no roof 
and is apparently unfinished. The village has three other small 
temples of Sangameshvara, Mallikarjuna and Karavirabhadra. On 
the north-west of the village is the black mosque, a domed building 
in good repair and in use. 

Close by is the Haraleshvara Kshetra noted for a highly 
venerated linga believed to have been installed in the twelfth cen
tury ·by some leading Shivasharanas in memory of Hara1ayya, a 
devoted disciple of Basaveshvara. It has a holy pond associated 
with the name of Paramayya, another reputed Veerashaiva devotee. 
There is also a Veerashaiva Matha here. 

KALADGI (Bagalkot taluk) is on the right bank of the Ghata
prabha river 45 miles south-west of Bijapur and 14 miles west of 
Bagalkot railway station. Till 1884, the Bijapur district was known 
as the Kaladgi district and the headquarters of the district was 
also at Kaladgi. Close to the town near the Ghataprabha, so!lle 
of the best millet crops are grown. The climate is rather hot arj.d 
dry and during the greater part of the year, the plain round the 
town is dull and dreary. There is a high school and also a primaty 
health unit. The place has an Inspection Bungalow, Class I. I 

I 

K-\.NAMADI (Bijapur taluk), a village about 11 miles fro~ 
Tikota, is noted for beautiful old temples of Dharesha and 
Jakki:wva. The annual fair attracts people from far and near 

KARAIH (Hungund taluk) is a village ten miles north-east of 
Hungund and five miles south of the Krishna river and has three 
temples and three old inscriptions. The temples appear to be of 
Jain origin. One of them dedicated to Basavanna has an image 
of the bull resembling a bear (karadi) is said to have given its 
name to the village. Two of the inscriptions are dated 1153 and 
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1553. It is said that Ramaraya of Vijayanagara had encamped 
here, during the fateful war of 1565 A.D. The village has a high 
school. -

KELAWADI (Badami taluk) is a small village 11 miles north 
of Badami and about four furlongs fl'om the Guledgud Road railway 
station. On the east of the village near a pond is a well-<;arved 
old temple of Ranganatha. fn this temple i11 an old Kannada 
stone-inscription of the Sinda chiefs (1~10·1~80), under whom 
Kelawadi was the headquarters of a sub-division called the 
Kelawadi Three Hundred. 

KERUR (Badami taluk) is a flourishing fortified village 11 miles 
north-west of Badami. The fort is now in ruins. The village is 
noted for its handloom industry. It has several temples, the most 
important of which is the Banashankari temple. A full-fledged 
health unit is functioning here. 

. KaRWAR (Sil.ldgi taluk) is a large village about 15 miles .south 
of Sindgi. It has a well-known temple of god Hanumantha, which 
is looked upon as a jagruta sthana. According to a legend, the 
image was installed by sage Agastya. An annual ,car festival, 
which is held in the month of Chaitra, attracts a large number of 
people from the surrounding areas. 

KuLAHALLI (Jamkhandi taluk) is a village about three miles 
from Banahatti. About two miles from the village is a hill called 
Gombigudda or hill of pictures on the slopes of which are discover
ed a number of pre-historic pictures (for details please see Chapter 
II-History). 

KuMATGI (Bijapur taluk) , about ten miles east of Bijapur city, 
was a pleasure resort of the Adil Shahi kings and nobles. The 
village has a lake and nearby there are remains of mansions and 
water pavilions. The latter were highly remarkable constructions 
provided with a network of cisterns, fountains and water spouts. 
On the walls of the pavilions, there are some noteworthy paintings 
which are fading out. One of them vividly depicts a g;tme of 
polo. Another shows a wrestling match in progress, watched by 
sitting and standing spectators. A third one is a picture of a 
musician playing to noble ladies. It· is said that these frescoes 
exerted some influence on later day paintings. There is an Inspec
tion Bungalow, Class II, at this place. 

KuNDARGI (Bilgi taluk) is a small village on the Ghataprabha 
river 14 miles north-west of Bagalkot. The village has an Jpen
fronted temple of Hanumantha with square stone pillars with 
chamfered sides. A little further on, is a temple of Shiva facing 
east and differing in plan from. the usual temples. 
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LACHYAN (Indi taluk) is a village on Bijapur-Hotgi railway 
line and is about seven miles from Indi. There is a monastery. of 
Shri Siddhalinga Maha.raj, a primary .school teachers' training 
institute and an agricultural high school. Every year at the time 
of makara sankranti, a fair of Shri Siddhalinga Maharaj is held ·and 
a large number of people assemble for the occasion. · 

MAHAKUTA: See under Nandikeshvar. 

MAHALINGPUR (Mudhol taluk) is a trading town l:il miles 
north-west of Mudhol. It is named after the temple of Maha
lingeshvara which stands on the top of a hill. There is a Veera
shaiva monastery called Mahalingeshvara Matha. The town is a 
centre of handlooiu weaving and its sarees find a ready market. 
The civic affairs of the town are managed by a municipality. A 
yearly fair is held here in honour of the god Mahalingeshvara in 
September-October and is attended by about 10,000 people, The 
town has a high school. 

MAMDAPUR (Bijapur taluk) is a historical village about 22 
miles south-west of Bijapur. The story goes that Mahmud 
(1626-1656), the sixth Adil Shahi king, wanted to know what the 
Konkan was like. His Prime Minister built ponds, laid out fields, 
and planted Konkan trees on the site 'of Mamdapur which so 
pleased the king that in about 1633 he consol\dated the villages 
round about and named the new village after himself, thus Jl!l!
filling the prophecy of a saint, Kamal Sahib, who had foretold the 
event. The saint's tomb is in the market place and is highly 
venerated. Outside the village is the temple of Baila Hanu
mantha. A temple of Siddheshvara in the village is a good specimen 
of modern stucco architecture and contains a large stone-image 
of Basavanna. Mamdapur has two large lakes called the Great 
Lake and the Small Lake. Both the lakes are formed by earthen 
danis faced on the water-side by strong. well-built stone-walls. 
Both these lakes were built by Sultan Mahmud in 1633 as shown 
by inscriptions set in the dams. On one of the lakes are the 
temples of Mahalingeshvara_and Madivaleshvara. The chief local 
industry is the weaving of waist-cloth, robes and bodice cloth. 

MANKANI (Bagalkot taluk). a small village on the right bank 
of the Krishna and 20 miles north-east of Bagalkot, contains a small 
stone temple of Ishvara facing west. Set into the wall inside the 
temple, is a Kannada stone-tablet of the Devagiri Y ada va king, 
Sing han a II (1~09-1247) . Near the village is a pool which is 
flooded every year by the Krishna. 

MIRAGI (Indi taluk) is 21 miles east of Indi Road railway 
station and is noted for its temple of Sangameshvara. The Nad 
Nala joins the Bhima river here. Ramananda Swami who lived 
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some 200 years ago is stated to have practised penance here. Even 
now Miragi is looked upon as a holy place. · 

MunDEBIHAI. is the headquarters of the taluk of the same Muddebihal 
name. It is 17 miles to the east of Almatti railway station. The 
town comprises the villages of Parvatagiri and Muddebihal. 
Muddebihal was founded about 1680 by Paramanna, an ancestor 
of the present Nadagauda of Basarkod, and the fort was built by 
Paramanna's son, Huchchappa, about 1720. The town has a email 
temple of Ishwara, which has round pillars and a plain lintel. 
There are two high schools and an Inspection Bungalow, Class II. 

MunnoL was the capital of Mudhol State before its merger. Mudbol 
It lies on the left bank of the Ghataprabha, about 12 miles south o_;.-
of Jamkhandi. It is now the headquarters of the Mudhol taluk. 
In the old days, the place was called Muduvolal, meaning a 
'beautiful. town'. It was the birth-place of the celebrated 
Kannada poet, Ranna. There are remnants of a hermitage said to 
be his. There is also a stone bust which is identified as that of 
the poet. The civic affairs of the town are managed by a munici-
pality. The wada or the residence of the ex-ruler is in the centre 
of the town and like all other houses is flat-roofed. On the north-
ern side of the town there is an old dargah of a Muslim saint. 
There is a cotton-ginning and pressing factory in the town and 
there are two high schools. The place has an Inspection Bungalow, 
Class I. 

MuTTUR (Jamkhandi taluk) is a small but beautiful garden- Muttur 
village situated on the southern bank of the Krishna river, eight 
miles north of Jamkhandi. The village is well-known for the beau-
tiful and well-built Lakshmidevi Mandira. A yearly festival is 
held on makara sankranti day. 

NALATVAD (Muddebihal taluk) or the Forty Gardens origi- Nalatvad 
nal!v called Nilavati Pattana is a large village about 13 miles 
south-east of Muddebihal. The village has three temples. In 
1802, Nalatvad was plundered by the Beda chief of Surpur. There 
is a high school here. 

NANDIKESHVAR6 (Badami taluk), a garden village, is three Naodikeshvar 
miles east of Badami and is of great interest archaeologically. In 
one of the inscriptions found in the Badami caves, there is a men-
tion of" Lanjigeshvara ',which may be the present Nandikeshvara. 
Close by is Mahakuta, the site of numerous temples al\d lingas. 
The enclosure in which the Mahakuta temples lie is reached from 
the Badami side down a steep flight of stone steps, at the foot of 
which is a doorway guarded by door-keepers and are said to be 
figures of the demons, Vatapi and Ilvala7. The enclosure, which 
Is bounded by a stone wall is small but contains numerous 
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temples in various styles, chiefly Chalukyan and Dravidian. In 
the middle of the enclosure is a pond called Vishnu Pushkarini 
Tirtha, said to have been built by the sage Agastya. In the pond 

. is a mantapa containing a handsome four-faced image of Brahma. 
The Mahakuteshvara temple has six inscriptions, all on pillars. 
One, dated in the reign of the Western Chalukya king, Vijayaditya 
(696-733) records a. gift by a courtesan; another dated A.D. 934 
records a grant by Bappuvarasa, a chief of Kataka and the third 
records the gift of a pillar as a votive offering. The other three 
inscriptions are of no particular interest. Mahakuta is known as 
"Dakshina Kashi ". The Mahakuteshvara fair is held every year, 
when about 8,000 people assemble. 

NANDAVADGI (Hungund taluk) is an old village, 15 miles 
south-east of Hungund. The village is said to have been the 
capital of Nanda Raja. In front of one of the gates is a raised 
seat or katte on which is an old neem tree and a stone bearing the 
chakra or discus of Vishnu. People suffering from pain in the 
stomach are supposed to be cured if they devoutly walk round this 
tree. In the fort is a large temple of Ishvara. Near the temple 
is a one-stone pillar about 9 feet high exclusive of the capital 
which is missing. It is probably a triumphal column or 
jaya stambha built by one of the later Kadamba kings. There is 
an inscription which is much worn out. 

NIMBAL (Indi taluk) is a village with a railway station on 
the Gadag-Hotgi line. Thiis village is said to have been the resi
dence of Jakkanacharya, a great architect of Karnataka. Here, a 
spiritual centre was started by the late Prof. ·n. D. Ranade, a 
philosopher and mystic. His followers gather here to observe 
meditation weeks. 

PATTADAKAL (Badami taluk) , the ancient Kisuvolal or Pattada 
Kisuvolal; about 14 miles north-east. of Badami, is an old town 
with temples and inscriptions. In a space of four acres, surrounded 
by a stone-wall with doors on the east and west, are four large 
and six small temples. The larger temples are all pure examples 
of the Dravidian or southern style of architecture. Though 
coarser than the Chalukyan style and perhaps less elegant, these 
temples of southern style have a certain boldness, stability and 
grandeur. The great temple which is dedicated to Virupakshe
shvara is enclosed in a large quadrangle surrounded by small cells · 
or shrines, as in Jaina temples. It has a massive gateway and a 
small gate behind. The great hall is entered by doorways on the 
east, north, and south and its roof rests on 16 massive square single
block columns in four rows. The shrine is 12 feet square with a 
circuit path lighted by six windows. The temple had 12 inscrip
tions. Several of these inscriptions have been removed from their 
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original site to the Kannada Research Institute, Dharwar. Accord
ing to one of these inscriptions, the temple was built by Lokamaha
devi, wife of Vikramaditya II, in commemoration of his conquest 
of Kanchi thrice. Of the other temples in Pattadakal, three are 
dedicated to Mallikarjuna, Sangameshvara and Chandrashekhara. 
The others are named Balgudi, Galaganatha and Adikeshvara. 
The temples are similar to the great temple in plan and in most 
of their' details.. Except Virupaksha's, none of these temples is 
used for daily worship. Besides these temples, Pattadakal has a 
group of temples, not remarkable for size or architectural beauty, 
but interesting as showing two chief styles of Indian architecture 
side by side. A very large number of inscriptions that have been 
found in Pattadakal are mostly in old Kannada characters. At the 
south corner of the village, is the temple of Papavinashana elabora
tely carved in the Chalukyan style and has remarkable pierced 
windows, the external sculptures being from the Ramayana. All 
the minute descriptions in the sculptures of Pattadakal temples put 
together, throw considerable light on the social life of those days. 
Pattadakal is a very old town and apparently the Petirg;tla of the 
geographer, Ptolemy. But it reached its height of prosperity under 
the Western Chalukyas in the seventh, eighth and ninth centuries 
when it was not only their secondary capital, but also a religious 
centre and a home of many skilled artists. A well equipped health 
centre has been set up here and a tourist bungalow is proposed to 
be constructed shortly. 

RABKAVr-BANAHATTI (Jamkhandi taluk) is about 20 miles 
from Kudchi railway station. A joint municipality for Rabkavi 
and Banahatti was established in 1952. The town now com
prises Rabkavi, Banahatti, Hosur and Rampura. The head
quarter station of the municipality is Banahatti, which is 10 miles 
from Jamkhandi. The main industry of the people is weaving and 
the main production is sarees of medium quality, most of which 
are transported to Hubli. The Shankaralinga temple at Rabkavi 
is an ohject of interest. Anoher important temple at Banahatti is 
Kadasiddheshvara temple, which stands on the top of a hill to the 
west of Banahatti town area. There are two high schools. 

RAMATIRTHA (Jamkhandi taluk) is at a distance of 2i miles 
to the west of Jamkhandi. It was the residential quarters of the 
Jlulers of Jamkhandi State till the State was merged in 1948. 
There is an exquisitely built palace named "Ramachandra Prasada". 
The Tripurasundari temple here is of marble and the image of the 
goddess is also of marble. There is also a temple of Rameshvara. 
A crafts training centre has been set up here by the Government. 

SALOTGI (Indi taluk) is a large village six miles south-east of 
Indi. It is an ancient place and had been a seat of learning. It is 
recorded in an inscription dated 945 A.D. that there was a big 
college which attracted students from far and near. At the north 

33'* 

Rabkavi
Banahatti 

/ 

Ramatirtha 

Salotgi 



Sangam 

Shivapur 

Shivayoga 
Mandira 

Shurpali 

Sindgi 

516 MYSORE STATiE GAZETTEER 

end of the village is an old temple dedicated to Shivayogishvara. 
This temple is said to have been built by one of the kings of Bidar, 
and some lands granted by the Bidar kings are still enjoyed by the 
temple. The temple verandas were built about 1680 by two 
bankers of Athani. A yearly fair is held in March-April. ·There 
is a high school here. 

SANGAM (Hungund taluk), at the meeting of the Malaprabha 
and the Krishna, is a village about 10 miles north of Hungund. On 
the river-bank is the temple of Sangameshvara which is built in the 
Chalukyan style. The linga in the temple is greatly reverenced. 
Sangam is looked upon as an important holy place. It is said 
that Basaveshvara had his education here and that, after his return 
from Kalyana, he became one with Kudala Sangama Deva here. A 
yearly fair is held. There is a high school. Near by is Rakkasa
Tangadgi, the place where the fateful battle of 1565 A.D. took 
place. 

SHrvAPUR (Muddebihal taluk) is a small village 9 miles north
east of Muddebihal. The old name of the village was Sudagadu 
Siddara Hatti. Some grave-diggers established their residence here 
near a plain temple of ~hiva which gave its name to the village. 
Ncar the village are the celebrated tirthas of Hagaratgi or Hagara
tangi. 

SHIVAYOGA MANDffiA (Badami taluk), situated on the bank of 
the Malaprabha, is about six miles east of Badami. Mahakuta, 
Nandikeshvara, Banashankari and Pattadakal are also close by. 
Amidst ideal natural surroundings and in the vicinity of ancient 
temples and historical pla.ces, an ashrama was established here in 
the first decade of this century by the efforts of the late Hangal 
Kumaraswamiji and Ilkal Mahantaswamiji. Spiritual g,nd religious 
training, with an orientation for social service, is given here. 
There are caves for yogasadhana and mantapas for meditation. 
There is a fine collection of rare manuscripts, a library and a 
printing press. A Kannada monthly journal devoted to discussion 
of philosophical problems and religious and cultural topics is being 
published from this place. An. oriental high school is also 1Jeing 
conducted here, with a free general hostel. 

SHURPALI (Jamkhandi taluk) is a small village on the northern 
bank of the Krishna river and six miles north of Jamkhandi. This 
village was given as an agraham to Brahmins at the time of the 
Adil Shahs. A legend says that the famous Aswattha tree here 
took its birth from the tears shed by Parashurama. Under the 
shades of this tree is the ancient temple of Lakshmi-Narasimha. 
There is also an old matha called Sadananda. 

SrNDGI, the headquarters of the Sindgi taluk, is about 33 miles 
to the south-east of Indi Road railway station. The town is said 
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to have been founded by one Sindu Ballala about A.D. HWO. The 
town was originally called Sindapura. To the south of this place, 
is a temple of Sangameshvara. Devotees have to pass through five 
doors before they reach the shrine. The premises of Sangarne
shvara temple contain a shrine of the goddess Bhramararnbika. 
The village has also got a monastery of the sage Jakkappayya. 
A yearly festival is held in memory of his death when the feet of 
priests are washed, the water falling into a small jar, which, 

.. however large the quantity of water, it receives, is said 'never to 
become full.'. The story of the jar has given rise to a local proverb 
''Like the Bindgi of Sindgi ", meaning a thing that never ends. 
Sindgi has also a palace-like temple of Nilagangamma or Bhagi
rathi. There is a high school and an Inspection Bungalow, Class I. 

SHIRUR (Bagalkot taluk) is about 9 miles south-east of Bagal- Shirur 
kot. The village has five temples and three inscriptions. There is 
a high school. 

TALIKOT (Muddebihal taluk) : Situated about 16 miles north- Talikot 
east of Muddebihal, this is a town of great historical importance. 
It is also a busy trading centre. During the fateful war waged 
in 1565, which ended in utter rout and ruin of Vijayanagara army, 
the forces of the Muslim confedemcy had their headquarters near 
Talikot. In about 1750, the third Peshwa, Balaji Bajirao, gave the 
town as a military estate to his wife's brother. On the fall of the 
Peshwas, the grandson of Anandrao made Talikot his headquarters 
and built a mansion or W ada. The town has two mosques and a 
temple of Shiva. The village of Talikot was a political samnja-m 
inam until all these inams were abolished by a recent legislation. 
The place has two rest houses and a high school. 

TERDAL (Jarnkhandi taluk) lies about 20 miles to the west of Ter~al / 
Jramkhandi. It was the headquarters of the Terdal Suh-div,ision V 
of Sangli State before it was merged with the l3ombay State in 
1949. The town is surrounded by the remains of an old fort-wall 
and is known to have been a large trade centre with merchant 
guilds. At the northern~rnost point of the town, there is a temple 
of Sudagada Lakshmi or the Lakshmi of the gr-aveyard. The 
town is now divided into seven sub-divisions. The temples of 
JE>rabhuswami and Nerninatha are the most important in Terdal. 
JE>rabhuswarni was a native of Kerur and carne 'to Terdal as a 
Lingayat ascetic in the second quarter of the seventeenth century 
and lived for 14 years on the spot on which the principal temple 
now stands. The earthen pot of the Swami is preserved under a 
brass cover and worshippe4. The Neminatha temple lies in the 
fort and is dedicated to a Tirthankara whose symbol is a conch 
shell. This temple has excellent ornamentation. The dargah of 
Abakhan Pir lies to the south-east of the town. The place has two 
high schools. 
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TIKOTA (Bijapur taluk) is a large village situated 14 miles 
west ofBijapur railwa,y station. When Ibrahim Adil Shah was the 
ruler of Bijapur, Taj Khan was his Prime Minister and it was he 
who built the Tikota wada and the well. With a view to settling 
at Tikota after retirement from political life, Taj Khan constru
cted a mosque here. Two great persons, Haji Saheb and Bhadkal 
Saheb, lived at Tikota during the earlier period of Adil Shahi rule. 
After they died, a dargah was built in their honour. Their tombs 
lie in this dargah. There is a high school here and an Inspection 
Bungalow, Class II. 

ToRAVI (Bijapur taluk) is a large village four miles west of 
BijaP,ur. The village was raised to importance by Ibrahim Adil 
Shah II who about 1600 A.D. built several palaces in the village 
which are now in ruins. The mounds on both sides of the broad 
street between Toravi and the city gate of Bijapur prove that there 
was a grand road four miles long. There are several Hindu 
temples in this village, as also some mosques. The most important 
temple is that of Narasimha, which has gained for Toravi the 
honour of a Kshetra. A Kannada poet, Kumara Valmiki, composed 
a Kannada version of Ramayana in this temple of N arasimha and 
that work has come to be known as Toravi Ramayana. There is 
also a pond in the village, known as the Narasimha Tirtha, about 
400 yards square. The village has forty old wells some of which 
are still in use and the springs used by Ibrahim for his water-works 
have overflowed and formed a water-course. 

TuNGAL (Jamkhandi taluk) is situated at the foot of a small 
hill called "Tungal Gudda ". It is 14 miles north of Jamkhandi. 
The village is a well-known centre of producing good and coarse 
woollen blankets or kamblis. 

UPPALDINNI (Bijapur taluk) is a village ten miles south-west 
of Mulwad railway station on the Hubli-Sholapur section. There 
is a big temple dedicated to Sangamanatha. Every year a fair 
is held. 

YELAHATTI (Jamkhandi taluk) is a village about two miles 
from Banahatti. A few miles away from Yelahatti there is a hill 
called Bhandigani which has a large natural cavern containing 
on the roof and sides some linear pictures in white paint probably 
belonging to the pre-historic age. 

YELAGu""R (Muddebihal taluk) is a small·village thirteen miles 
west of Muddebihal and three miles from Almatti railway station. 
The riame of the village is derived from a temple of Itanumantha, 
who is also ·called Y el-ur-appa or the Lord of seven villages. The 
temple is to the north, outside the village and is well-built. It 
contains 16 square sculptured pillars and a spire ornamented with 
figures and surmounted by a brass cupola. Three miles from 
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Yelagur on the south bank of the Krishna is a village called 
Sitimani, to the south of which is Sitigiri, a hill said to have been 
inhabited by Rama, Lakshmana and Sita. The hill has a pond 
with a small temple dedicated to Sita Devi. To the north of the 
temple is the hermitage of Janaka Muni. A dam site of the Upper 
Krishna Irrigation Projectis located near this village. 
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NOTES ON CHAPTER XIX 

1. Hcmadpanta is believed to have been a celebrated physician 
in the Dvaparayuga or Third Age, who cured Vibhishana, 
the brother of Ra vana, king of Ceylon. In return, Hemad
panta begged the services of some giant architects with 
whose help he 'built numerous temples and step-wells in the 
Deccan which are most commonly known as Hemadpanti 
remains. The historic Hemadpanta, who was a writer and 
temple-builder, was a minister of the Devagiri Yadava King 
Ramachandra (1~71-13'08.). In Khandesh and the no.rth 
Deccan, his name is now applied to almost all early Hindu 
buildings made of cut-stone without mortar. In the 
Kannada districts, Jakkanacharaya takes the place of 
Hemadpanta as the traditional builder of teniples and wells 
of pre-Muslim period. 

!l. :For the English translation of the inscription, please see 
Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI. 

3. Bombay Gazetteer, VoL XXIII (1884), p. 546. 

4. S. K. Saraswathi: The Classical Age, p. 506. 

5. Basarkod is said to take. its name from its being the site of 
the traditional combat between the ' Basavannas' of Bage
wadi and Kuntoji when the horn of the Bagewadi ' Basa
"9'anna' was broken. 

6. Nandikeshvara or Nandish-vara was a monkey-faced dwarf, 
who barred Ravana a passage to Sharavana, saying that 
Shiva and Parvati must not' be disturbed. Ravana reply
ing contemptuously, the d"Warf ret$-ted that a :race of 
monkeys would destroy Ravana who then derisively lifted 
the mountain. Parvati was alarmed and Shiva pressed 
down the mountain with his toe crushing the arms of Ravana 
whom after ' 1,000' years of propitiation Shiva released, 
giving him the name Ravana from the cry or rava he had 
uttered. 

7. Indian Antiquary. Vol. VIII p. 23 : Vol. X pp. 102-105. 
Ilvala and Vatapi were twin demon brothers who dwelt in 
the Dandaka forest and played tricks l;IPOn seve\l'al 
priests. The sage Agastya is said to have killed these 
demons. 
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