NEW HORIZONS

Independent India has been the stage for a series of revolutions of which
the most apparent is the political revolution. India won freedom mainly
through peaceful and non-violent methods. This was a great event not
only for India but for the entire world. It meant the substitution of dis-
cussion and reason in place of armed struggle and bitter conflicts as means
to the solution of political ‘and other problems. It was also an assertion
of the democratic principle, for the essence of democracy is that it is
government by persuasion while in all other forms of administration,
changes come about only through violence. In a democracy, ballots take
the place of bullets. This brings about a qualitative change in the relations
amongst the different sections of the community. If reason is the method
to be used against a foreign power, it follows even more that reason must
be the instrument for exercising authority within the state. It is therefore
not an accident that free India elected to be a democratic republic. Given
the ideals for which the Indian political leaders fought and the form the
struggle had taken, it was inevitable that the Union of India should be
established on the basis of democracy and the recognition of equal rights
for all. _ . _

From the acceptance of democracy follows the ‘rule of law’. Justice is the
basis of all societies and whenever the foundations of justice are shaken
great empires fall. In the past, however, justice had often been derived
from the will of an individual or a group. The king meted out justice
to all his subjects. Aristocratic or oligarchic orders dispensed justice to
others after safeguarding their own privileges. In all such social and politi-
cal organizations, there was an element of arbitrariness. In India, justice
had been further diluted by the existence of islands of privelege. The hier-
archical structure of Indian society has, since time immemorial, allotted
different duties to different groups and individuals on the basis of birth.
Caste or varna may have originally begun as a function of ability, but
very soon caste degenerated into social stratification based on birth.
In consequence, there was one law for the Brahmanas and another for
the Sidras. Things did not improve after the Turks, popularly called
the Pathans, and the Mughals established their rule. During the Pathin
regime, the Pathan had rights superior to those of other subjects. Similarly,
during the Mughal times, the Mughals claimed precedence over every
other section of the people. The British professed to adhere to the concept
of the ‘rule of law’ in which all citizens are equal. They diluted the principle
by providing special juries for European on trial. In practice, the ‘rule
of law’ was still more defied and this was perhaps inescapable so long
a~ an alien power ruled over subjects of different races. '
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The Union of India has for the first time established the ‘rule of law’
throughout the Indian territories. For the first time in Indian history,
all citizens are equal and subject to the jurisdiction of the same authosity.
The distinction between the ruler and the ruled has been abolished. Privi-
leges based on birth are no longer recognized. Religion or language, caste
. or community no loner guarantee any special privileges, with the single
exception of certain under-privileged sections of the people who have
‘been given safeguards to compensate for the past wrongs. The Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and the other backward classes have been
given certain special concessions. This is only in education, economic
and administrative matters and does not in any way dilute the principle
of equality in the eye of law. It can therefore truly be said that the ‘rule
of law’ which is the special concommitant of democracy has for the first
time been promulgated in India. '

Special mention may be made of one section of the under-privileged
who have suffered disabilities from time immemorial. It is not known
when women were first relegated to an inferior position in human society. -
Almost all ancient civilizations denied them the rights of citizenship.
- There were no doubt some brilliant exceptions, but by and large women
were subordinate to men in almost all historical societies. Islam was one
of the earliest social systems to recognize women as legal personalities,
but practice varied widely from theory and in Muslim societies also women
generally had an inferior position. In Europe, women had to fight for
legal and political rights, but in free India, women achieved equality with
men without any bitterness or strife. One reason may be that Indian women
had taken part in the struggle for independence in a way which has few
parallels. In struggles for freedom elsewhere, women have generally inspired
men to fight but in India women shared equally in the fight against
foreign domination. This, and the enlightened vision of Indian leaders,
assured women a place of equality and honour in the political life of the
country. Two women in pre-independence India became presidents of
Indian National Congress. After 1947, Indian women have held the posts
of ministers, ambassadors and members of state legislatures and the
Parliament, Today, there are women in the foreign service as well as
various administrative and technical services. India also elected a woman
to be the Prime Minister after the death of Lal Bahadur Shastri.

Another feature of the political revolution which has taken place with
the advent of independence is even more significant. Geography has
marked out the Indian sub-continent as a special unit demarcated from
the rest of the world. Her geographical exclusiveness has saved India
from the great human floods which have swept through Central Asia
and Europe. From ancient times the Indian people have striven for unity.
Poets have dreamt of Indian unity. We find, not only in the Ramdyana
and the Mahabhdrata but also in the verses of Kalidasa, a yearning for
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the unity. In Meghadiita and Raghuvariéa, there are marvellous descriptions
of the Indian landscape seen from the synoptic vision of a great poet.
Religious teachers have also sought this unity. The Buddha and Mahavira
literally walked thousands of miles and preached the message of com-
passion, understanding and unity. Sankaracarya rebelled against the
Buddhist thought but recognized equally the need of unity for India.
He was also an extensive traveller and established four maths—in the
north, the east, the south and the west to mark the unity of the land.

Religious teachers and great poets did succeed in establishing some
kind of cultural unity. This has held in spite of political vicissitudes and
in fact given Indian culture the unique character it has. There has also
been economic unity of a type. In the earlier days, when transport was
primitive and modern means of communication unknown, ecomomic
organization and activities throughout the world were local or at best
regional. There was some international trade, but it was only for articles
which were compact in size and high in value or as in the case of Indian
cotton, steel and sugar, whose production was limited to an exclusive
region of the globe. As in many other regions, Indian economy was based
on agriculture and the village community. Each village or group of villages
was therefore more or less self-sufficient and the concept of an all India
economy was barely known. ‘Alau’d-din made an attempt to control the
prices of essential commodities in Delhi and the adjoining areas. Akbar
through his efforts to replace barter economy by a money economy did
make a small dent, but by and large Indian economy remained village-
based and local till the middle of the 19th century when the introduction
of the railways bound India together in hoops of steel.

Attempts at political unification have been persistent and yet foredoomed
to failure. From the earlierst times, the Indian people have sought to give
some kind of political expression to their basic unity. The mythical Bharata
gave the name Bhdratavarsa to this land. In the epics, there are records
of ASvamedha and Rdajasiya yajnas by kings who sought to become
Rajacakravarti or emperors. In historical times, Candragupta Maurya.
did succeed in establishing a state which covered a major part of India.
Later, Candragupta Vikramaditya sought to emulate his example. Still
later, Hargavardhana and Pulake$in IT made separate attempts to unify
India and succeeded only in defeating one another. ‘Alaun’d-din also sought
to establish an Indian empire. Later, Akbar did consolidate his sway
over half of India and what is more important, sought to give an ideo-
logical basis for political unity. Aurangzeb extended the boundaries of the
Mughal empire and after him the Marathas made a similar attempt to
unify India politically. : :

All these attempts at the establishment of a unified Indian empire
however failed. One major reason was that the technological conditions
for ruling a vast territory like India had not been achieved. Administration
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requires continual inter-change of information dand orders between the
centre and the administered areas. This was from the nature of the case
difficult because of the non-existence of facilities like the railways and
the telegraph. Even as late as the middle of the 19th century, it took more
than a month to travel from Delhi to Calcutta. The journey from Dethi
to Madras obviously took longer still. In fact, the fastest a man could
move would perhaps be about 80 km. a day by using relays of horses.
There is an interesting story of how Akbar quelled a rebellion in Gujarat
by travelling night and day and reaching there within eleven days. The
- rebels found it hard to believe that an ordinary. human being could travel
so fast and surrendered out of awe, even though Akbar had barely thirty
men with him when he appeared on the scene.

The second reason why all former attempts at political unification of
India failed was that in the past all such attempts were based on military
conquest. Unification followed from the might of an emperor who wanted
to extend his sway throughout the different regions of the land. Alternatively
it was due to the ambition of a clan or region to exercise mastery over
others. Whether it be the Maurya or the Gupta empire, the Cola or the
Calukya domination, the Turkish Sultanate or the Mughal empire, in
every case political unification was based on the domination of an indi-
vidual, a family or a group. A major reason why the Maratha attempt
to establish an empire failed was the refusal of the Réjpits and Jats to
submit to Maratha domination. All past attempts of empire-building were,
therefore, foredoomed to failure on the grounds of technological inade-
quacy and natural human resentment against military domination.

Today the whole of India is united not because any one region has
established sway over others, but because all parts of India have voluntarily
joined to form a federated republic. Every state in the Union, whether
large or small, has equal recognition under the Constitution. The people
of every state have the same rights and duties. Technologically also condi-
tions are ripe for a single state. Railways in the beginning, later the auto-
mobile and today the aeroplane have practically abolished distances.
One can travel from one part of India to any other part within five or
six hours, Messages can be flashed from one corner to another in a matter
of seconds. Queries are made and answers obtained within hours. In fact,
a paradoxical situation has been created where a man can travel from
Delhi to Trivandrum in a shorter time than it takes to go from Delhi to
Jaunpur. '

The acceptance of democracy, the establishment of the ‘rule of law’,
the adoption of constitutional and legal methods for bringing about social
change, the conquest of space and time, revolutionary technical advances
and above all the spirit of accommodation, equality and freedom have
for the first time created the conditions where the five hundred million
people of India can think, feel and act as one nation.
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Economic motives may not be the only factor governing human conduct,
but there is no doubt that they are among the most powerful forces that
shape human destiny. India had at one time appeared as El Dorado to
foreign visitors like Megasthenes or Fa-hien. They had commented upon
the high standards of honesty prevailing in the country. They had noted
with surprise that theft and robbery were almost unknown and ‘lock and
key’ were practically never used. It is interesting to note that the Indian
word for lock, ‘tala’ is of Arabic origin and that for key, ‘chabr’, is of
Portuguese origin. The average Indian was noted for his honest and
upright conduct. Even today many people in the villages, and especially
sections among the Adivasis and other tribal people, display the highest
standards of honesty and integrity. '

Without a deterioration in the Indian character, the British. would not
have succeeded in establishing their rule. The economic deterioration
which set in the wake of British domination led to fuither deterioration
in the Indian character. Before the advent of the British, Indian economy
was predominantly rural and depended on a combination of agriculture
and agro-industries for providing work and living to the people.. Villages
were still vital and offered opportunity for some sort of education, work
and recreation to the rural population. As the industrial revolution gathered
momentum in Europe, it sought larger markets. A direct result was large-
scale import of various types of manufactured goods which steadily dis-
rupted the Indian economy. The drift to the town is a general character-
istic of the modern age, but in India this drift proved disastrous for the
national economy in almost every sphere. '

After independence, reconstruction of Indian economy demanded
a complete reorientation in agricutture. For almost 3,000 years Indian
agriculture had hardly changed. The type of plough and bullock of which
we have evidence in the Harappan times still persists in large areas of the
country. Through the ages there have been minor improvements in agri-
culture; but the terrifying expansion in population which has taken place
in the last fifty years has made old forms of agriculture totally inadequate
to natiomal needs. It has been estimated that the population of India
in the beginning of the 19th century was perhaps not more than 100 or
125 millions. By the end of the century, the 200 million mark had been
passed. The 1931 census gave a population of about 300 millions for
undivided India. Today, it has crossed the 500 million mark.
Unless the population explosion can be regulated, India may have
to face a population of about 1,000 millions before the end of the
century. This will mean not only shortage of food but probably famine
and unemployment on a scale that may threaten the very existence of
the nation.
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Indian agriculture has shown in recent years a remarkable power of
expansion and growth. This is fortunate; as all development ultimately
depends on the progress of agriculture. Without an assured supply of
food, neither individuals nor nations can prosper. The Indian achievement
in agriculture since independence is striking. Food production in the
early fifties was about 55 million tonmes. Today it is approaching 110
million tonnes. However India still has to depend, to a small extent, on
imports. '

Import of foodgrains need not in itself be condemned. There are countries
like the United Kingdom which have deliberately decided on a policy
of import so that the productive energies of the nation may be more
usefully employed otherwise. Unfortunately, India has not been in a posi-
tion to pay for her imports and has been forced to depend on the genero-
sity of other countries, specially the U.S.A. There is growing recognition
that the country must either produce all the food it needs or buy it without
depending on the charity or goodwill of others. Recent breakthroughs
in agriculture suggest that this can be done. The average production of
paddy per hectare has till recently been about 1,700 kg. With imported
seeds, more fertilizers and better irrigation, individual farmers have
produced as much as 2,900 kg. per hectare in certain areas. These may
be exceptional, but by and large production has increased over vast areas.
Tamil Nidu, the Punjab and Uttar Pradesh have established new records
of production. A comparatively unfertile area like Ranaghatin West Bengal
has given an yield of almost 1,500 kg. per hectare. Even at the old rates
of production, the shortage in India has never been more than 15 to 20
percent. If the production can be doubled, and in some cases it has in-
creased five or six-fold, not only will the shortage disappear but India
may become once again an exporter of grain.

Similar developments have taken place in respect of the major cash
crops. For decades, if not centuries, India has exported agricultural raw
material on a vast scale. Some Indian products had found an international
market even in the pre-historic times. There is reference to the use of
Indian timber for a Babylonian temple built several hundred years before
the birth of Christ. Throughout the ages, special types of Indian agri-
cultural produce have found a ready market. Even today tea, jute, oil-
cakes and groundnuts form some of the major components of Indian
exports. Since independence there has been substantial, though not spec-
tacular, progress in all these fields. There are reasons to believe that the
progress will be both steadier and more rapid in the coming years.

The major ground for optimism lies in the slow but steady return of the
educated classes to agriculture. For almost 200 years, agriculture was
looked down upon and educated men considered it infra dig to take to
farming. Fortunately this mentality is changing, partly by pressure of
circumstances and partly through the recognition of the dignity of labour.



A39A2 jsouye Jo SPOOF ISUINSUO9 JO P2y oY) UI [BwSIP seM axmord aq [
‘sjuowrdLmbar 197y Jo 10w Junoour Ioj
syiodwr uSer10] 0O 3,u9puada‘p A[[e103 sem AImjuss iz oyl Jo Surnuidaq
o1 Aq ®eIpuj ‘19110dxd Iofewr v FUq WOLI "oSn 0JUI SUHOs 210M el
spoog Jo sadAy moum a1 Jo Aue Jo uononpoid oY) 01 9ye} JOU P[NOS IS
98NBOI - DIOWE WIAS Pazaygns JYs -uonusduroo usmIo) reyun jo joedwr oy}
Ispun POYSINSUR] SISINOBINTRW [RUONIPRI) SY] 9SNB0dq PIIPNS BIPUL
"pawSeunr AJises aq ued
Aurouond umpuI ay) o3 sasusnbasuos oYy ‘porrad jeyy jo 1rodxe uerpuy
Jolewr Sy sem SIy) doUIg “1exasw uradoing 21nue oY} I98)e[ PUe YSNLIg 571
18I 1B WIOJY SO[I}X9} UBIPH] INO JNYS 0] PAALQUIOS SMPB] QATIONIISII SNOX
-0811 pue gononpolid ysnig jo sumjoA pue Ajenb oy ur spreurosoxdiuy
"sor[euod SI9A9S PIJSRINIB SI[S] YSTILIE Y} OJUT S9jNXa) Uerpu] Jjo jrodun
oU) YOIgM Aq TONBMODUN JI0JOISY) SBM UOTRSISy ‘sjonpoid uerpuy
M 9oud 10 Arenb m 93edwros jou Pnos spood YsuLIg ‘SOpBIIP [RIJARS
10, "110dx0 10J sndins a[qezIs ® 1J9] 1nqQ SPIDU [LOO] J0W A[UO 10T YOIgM
o[eos © wo $971x9) paonpoid arejurg ‘Arsurgorur Jo ssn oy} ySnoxy 1ysm
-19A0 ISOUIfE STY) [[& PaSUBYD UONN[OASI [RISOPUI YT "PIIOM WIISOM
o) noydnory) AovIoOISLIE JO jivw ® SUO] JOJ sem UISNUI UBIpU] UB
Jo worssassod 9y, SOUIT} JSSIIED O} WIOL] SUWIBY OPIM-P[IOM POLLIRD Peif
- soqmx9) uerpu] ‘s1onpoxd paysiuy Jjo Iantodxo 1ofew ® ‘AInjuso g1 oy
Jo o[pprax oy Aq ‘sem AImjued yi/[ Y1 UI USAS SPOOS POINOBINUBRU JO
soprodurr 981e] € sem yorgm pue[duy -s1oinaduros [je Jo prayr ey 31 juds
ey snjodun we Awouosd YSnug 01 9ATT UOTIN[OASI [RLISNPU] Oy
"erpuj ur jou pue adoing ul 3ov]d 003 HOTINJOASI TRLIISNPUI PUE
oy1IuoIos 9f) Aym moseor ofewr v sdeysad st siy] -Iogjour 0} AJ9I00S JO
TN BILS OUO UWIOLJ 3§PI[MOLY JO MOTS S} PAOILISAI Inq JUde} Jo SUrurossorq
oary pajusaard Amo 10U A)91008 UBIPU] JO DINJONIIS [ROYOILISY oYL
"$910USsTXe Jronjjod JOo asneooq JUSUIdO[IAIP [N JO 0ULYD © 108 IOASU
wstedes- merpu) “Surjoral-1e] JI0UL UIAD SI ‘ABM B UI “YOIYM UON[OA]
[ersnpur o Aq pawredwossr U93q SPY UOTINJOAdI [ernj[nonide ogj
"YOIRWL IOASU UEBD AJ1D OUJ UT SJ1] PAIOTNsr oy yoigm odA1 ® jo
| UOTIORJSIES PUE JIONWIOD OS[® Jnq ‘Ouroolr X0YSny ¢ saAIS AJUo j00 puey a1y
UO JIOM 1By} SULISA0OSIP I8 me[ JO s1ouonnorid [nyssesoons s J[om se
SUBI[IAID PUE SISOUJO AWIE PIINSy ‘PUe] 9Y) 01 USWIOM PUE UMW PIjeonpd
Suporrpe Amofs axe amymonSe jo coueprodwr oy} Jo monrugooss Suimoirs
® pue smouwre) oy} jo A1ddsord ogy, juswAo[durs Jo SONUOAR MIU puy
0} 198e0 orr ogm pakopdwoun pajeonpa Y3 Jo requnu a8ie] A19A ® Jo
oomasaxd 2y} 03 ANP-SI ANUNOS Y} UT UOTRIISNI] PR ISAIUN 5Y] JO YOO
‘syuedrdde parpuny ® Iseo[ JB OI8 919U} qof Yows I0) ‘Aepol "paseorour
A1ipea3s seq sqof Je[[oo 9JTYM SNOIRA IO URSW Pajeonp? jo anssaid oy
uay) 2ouIg "AINJU YIGT OY} JO PUS JY) 9I0J9q USAD JMOWIP dWO09q PBY
UONRN)IS oY ], "ULIY O[IIILOIOWL B JO Q0YJO JUWILISA0T © TI sqof 9[qr1I0oJuion
PUNOJ UL O}BId| “BIPUJ UI S[NI YSOIIG JO SIBOA PAXpuny 3isiy oyl uJ

§CL ‘ | SNOZIYOH MAN



726 | THE GAZETTEER OF INDIA

type. It is true that a change for the better began in the last decades of
the 19th century. The political awakening of the country gave a further
fillip to the development of Indian industry. The Indian textile trade
received a great impetus from the Swadeshi and Boycott movements of
1905-1906. Indians began to look forward to a time when they would be
free not only politically but also economically. One of the landmarks of
this period was the establishment of an Iron and Steel Mill by Jamshedji
Tata at a town which has since been named after him,

The stress of the first World War compelled further industrial develop-
ment in India. During the second World War, industrialization received
still greater impetus. With all imports stopped because of war, India had
to produce not only consumer goods but machinery of various types to
keep the economy going. India also became the base for supporting the
Allied war effort both in East Asia and West Asia. In consequence, new
types of industry came into being and Indian businessmen again began
to think in terms of an independent Indian economy. -

The iron and steel mills of Jamshedpur, Kulti and Burhanpur were esta-
blished before independence. There was also a small steel mill at Bhadra-
vati in Mysore, but the real development in metallurgy has taken place
only after India became free. Indian progress in this field is striking by
any standard. The United States of America increased steel production
from about a million to five million tonnes between the year 1870 and
1890. Czarist Russia used to produce over three million tonnes of iron
and steel in 1916-17. Starting from that base, the Soviet Union increased
its production of iron and steel to about 18 million tonnes in 1937. India
increased her production of iron and steel from less than ome million
tonnes in 194647 to about six million tonnes in 1966-67. Indian progress
in steel production was thus more significant than that of either the U.S.A.
or the U.S.8.R. in the corresponding period. Perhaps the only country
in the world which can show a higher rate of increase in the production
of iron and steel is Japan which pushed up its production of iron and steel
from 0.7 million tonnes in 1920 to 7.00 million tonnes in 1940.

Along with this striking expansion in the production of iron and steel,
there has been parallel development in almost every area of industry.
India is still deficient in non-ferrous metals but since independence, produc-
tion has expanded considerably in many items. India did not have a
machine manufacturing industry worth the name before independence.
Today the installed capacity in the country is capable of producing the
most sophisticated types of machines and plants. Chemical industry has
also proliferated on a vast scale. Today, India has a growing petro-chemical
industry which promises to solve some of our basic industrial and economic
problems. Equally remarkable has been the development in electronics
and various industries connected with the use of atomic energy.

These new types of industries as well as the development of the infra-
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structure needed for economic expansion hold out the promise of a brilliant
economic future provided the resources in men and material are properly
used. There is room for improvement in the use of both. Inspite of striking
development in almost every line of industry, India is still largely depen-
dent on foreign sources for industrial raw materials, finished goods and
technical know-how. There has so far been inadequate attention to the
development of indigenous design and technology. There should be no
hesitation in borrowing technology from abroad. In fact no country has
made any significant advance without drawing heavily upon the industrial
advances of other countries. With the growing consciousness of the necd
of developing indigenous technology and the potential which has been
created through an enormous expansion in India’s industrial life, there
is every reason to hope that Indian scientists and technologists will play
an increasingly important role in bringing about an economic renaissance

that would be in keeping with the political re-awakening of the land. P

I

The far-reaching political and economic changes sketched above were
the result of an intellectual renaissance which had affected almost every
aspect of Indian life. In fact, these political and economic developments
might not have been possible without a complete reconstruction of Indian
education in the beginnings of the 19th century. One of the major weak-
nesses of India and indeed almost all Asian countries has been the absence
of a public system of instruction. Education was for the elite and catered
only to the intellect. The emphasis on development of the intellect was -
accompanied by a neglect of manual skills. In consequence, handicrafts
continued through the transmission of skills from generation to generation
but without any formal training in a technical institute. Burope made a
breakthrough during the industrial revolution and developed technology
through the application of science to industry. The European domination
of the world for almost three centuries was a direct outcome of this in-
tellectual advance by which education received a broader interpretation
than accent on the development of the intellect alone.

The impact of Europe disturbed the placid water of India. The British
rulers of the day did not, however, wish to transplant European education
‘on Indian soil. It is truc that the East India Company in the early years of
the 19th century, made a start by providing funds for public instruction.
- The funds were, however, reserved for oriental learning with special em- -
phasis on the study of Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian. In fact, some of the
British rulers disliked the idea of imparting western education to Indian
students. It was the initiative of Christian missionaries and non-official
Indians that led to the establishment of schools and colleges imparting
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education of the western type. The first English medium school in South
India was opened in 1717 at Cuddalore. Richard Cobbe founded in 1719
a charity school at Bombay for poor European and Anglo-Indian children
which was thrown open to Indian children in 1815. A charity school was
established in Caloutta in 1720. The names of Alexander Duff of Calcutta,
John Wilson of Bombay and William Miller of Madras will always occupy
a place of honour in the history of western education in India. They could
not however have succeeded without the pioneering activity of men like
Jayanarayan Ghosal, Raja Rammohan Roy, Radhakanta Deb, Haji
Mohammad Mohsin, Framjee Cowasjee, Rao Bahadur Maghubhai
Karamchand, Premchand Roychand, Sreenivas Pillai, Hyder Jung, Ragha-
vachariyar, Ganesh Gangadhar Shastri, Ranganath Mudaliar and later
Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, Syed Ahmad Khan, Dadabhai Naoroji and
a host of others. The result was a revolutionary expansion of education
which shattered old ideas and beliefs and created an intellectual ferment
that ushered new India. ' _

There has been much criticism of British rule in India and also of the -
system of education which they established. Macaulay through his famous
~ Minute initiated the policy and Sir Charles Wood gave it a concrete shape.
Any human institution has defects and the system of education developed
in India during the British days is not free from blame. It cannot however
be denied that this system of education disturbed the inertia of the Indian
mind, helped to break down social barriers, removed old superstitions—
even though at times new superstitions were introduced—and generally
helped to create a sense of nationhood. Macaulay’s prophecy that the
extension of western education would ultimately lead to the dissolution
of the British Indian empire has proved true. His other forecast that even
when the British empire disappeared, Shakespeare and the English language
would remain as part of the permanent heritage of Indians has proved
equally true.

The major criticism against the system of education evolved during
the days of British rule is that it was too narrow in quality as well as in
quantity. Only a minute fraction of eligible pupils received the benefits
of schooling. Even those who were fortunate enough to go to a school
and later to a college were severely restricted in their choice of subjects.
The syllabus was heavily weighted in favour of purely literary education.
Science was neglected and technology was almost unknown. The curri-
culum was rigid and circumscribed and the small minority which received
education was generally drawn away from agriculture, industry and com-
merce. In fact, the prevailing system of education tended to develop a
bias against manual labour of every type. To educate a village boy very
often meant the loss of a potential farmer, craftsman or technician.

After independence there has been literally an educational explosion.
In 1947, there were barely 30 million children receiving elementary educa-
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tion. Today the number is approaching 80 millions. The number of pupils
in secondary schools has also increased four-fold, from less than 3 millions
to over 10 millions. Even more spectacular has been the growth in numbers
in higher education of every type. The number of students in various
types of post-secondary institutions was barely a quarter million in 1947.
Today their number has exceeded two millions. In fact, the proportion
of pupils of the relevant age-group who go to universities or comparative
institutions is perhaps higher in India than in any other country excepting
the U.S.A. and possibly the U.S.S.R.

Equally remarkable has been the growth in the diversity of education
offered in various types of institutions. At the elementary level itself, the
evolution of basic education has introduced a new type of schools based
on socially purposive activity. At the secondary level, many new streams
have been introduced. Today a secondary school pupil can take courses
in the humanities or science or technology or commerce or the arts. At
the university level, the emphasis has shifted to science and technology.
Before independence, there were few engineering colleges and they taught
only at the undergraduate level. With the possible exception of the Indian
Institute of Science at Bangalore, there was hardly any institution in
India which offered facilities for post-graduate studies and research in
technology. The Nalini Ranjan Sarkar Committee had recommended
as early as 1944 the establishment of four institutions of technology model-
led after the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the U.S.A. and
the Technische Hochschule in Zurich. One such institution was established
in Kharagpur in 1951. Since then, five more institutions have been founded
in Bombay, Madras, Kanpur, Delhi and Pilami. Simultancously, the
technologial faculties in various universities have been strengthened.
Advanced centres of study in science, technology and the humanities have
also been established in a number of selected umiversities.

Not only has there been a spectacular increase in numbers and expansion
of facilities in different directions, but simultaneously, special efforts
have been made to educate those who for historical, economic or social
reasons have been backward in education in the past. The number of
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe students in institutions of higher
learning could be counted on one’s fingers before the advent of indepen-
dence. Today they have to be counted in tens, if not hundreds of thousands.
Regions which in the past were denied facilities of education have received
special attention. Today there is hardly any state or any region within
a state which cannot offer opportunities of education of almost every
type to its inhabitants.

A special reference should also be made to the progress of women’s
education in free India. Women had started to enter higher institutions
of learning in the eighties of the last century but even ten years before
independence, the number of women pupils in universities and colleges
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was insignificant. In the early thirties of the present century, they numbered
barely five per cent in post-secondary institutions while a woman in an
engineering or technological institution was almost unknown. Some
women had entered medical colleges but these institutions were over-
whelmingly masculine. Within twenty years of the attainment of indepen-
dence, a remarkable change has come over the scene. At the elementary
level, girls form almost fifty per cent of the pupils. In the secondary and
post-secondary stages also their proportion has shot up. When graduation
lists are published—in the sciences, the humanities and even in technology—
women often are found to occupy top positions. In both number and
quality, wide-spread women’s education is one of thv most str1k1n g features
of contemporary India.

With expanded opportunities of education has come a new awakemng
and new expectations among every section of the Indian people. Men
and women who were formerly content to suffer disabilities and submit
to what they regarded as the ministration of an unkind destiny today
rebel against circumstances and seek to mould the world nearer to their
heart’s desire. Industrialization and urbanization are twin keys which
govern their entry into a world of new opportunities. At the beginning
of this century, some 809 of the Indian people depended on agriculture
for their living. Today the figure has come down to 709 and there is a
steady downward trend as more and more people take to industry. This
is accompanied by a drift to the towns as well as slow urbanization of
villages. Once people become accustomed to the amenities which cities
and towns offer, they refuse to accept the hardships and disabilities of
rural life. The more ambitious move to the towns. This sets in motion a
vicious circle in which people move to the towns because of lack of op-
portunities in rural areas and opportunities in such areas diminish because
able people move away. This is a modern phenomenon common to all
countries, but in India it has reached alarming proportions. In countries
like the U.S.A. or U.K. a contrary trend has started. People living in
overcrowded metropolitan cities often seek to move out into the country
for quiet and peace. The more enterprising seek to create conditions
where they can enjoy rural surroundings as well as the amenities of civic
life. This process has just started in India and the emergence of a new
class of educated farmers is helping this trend.

One immediate result of urbanization is the weakening of the bonds
of religion, caste and family. In rural areas, every one knows almost every-
thing about every one else. In urban areas, one hardly takes note of one’s
next-door neighbour. The anonymity of the town is at times heartless,
but it has one redeeming feature. It liberates the individual from the
tyranny of the family or the caste and offers him greater freedom and
scope for developing the personality. This was particularly necessary
in a country like India where family claims have been so insistent that
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the individual has at times been submerged. In independent India, many
of the old bonds are in the process of dissolution. If at times it creates
a sense of uncertainty and doubt, it also offers an opportunity of develop-
ment to the individual which did not exist before.

There have been protests against caste from the earliest days of Indian
history. Not only the Buddha but Mahavira and many other religious
teachers declaimed against caste. After the advent of Islam, the institution
of caste was again challenged, but paradoxically there was also an aceession
of strength to the institution as a defence mechanism against the aggressive
proselytization of the new faith. Throughout the middle ages sadhus,
saints, faqirs and dervishes preached a religion of humanity which tras-
cended all class, caste and racial barriers. Men like Kabir and Nanak,
Ramananda and Caitanya, Khwajah Mii‘inu’d-din and Tukarama, Nizam-
u’d-din and Rimadasa preached the unity of all men. In the modern period,
a succession of reformers and leaders beginning with Raja’ Rammohun
Roy and ending with Tagore and Gandhi have also sought to denounce
the tyranny of caste. The Indian Constitution has recognized the validity
of this humanitarian outlook by making untouchability an offence. Never-
theless, the rigours of caste have not yet totally disappeared.

The citadel of caste is however falling down under the impact of indus-
trialization and urbanization with all their implications. The factory values
the labourer for his contribution to the production of wealth and pays
little regard to his caste. The town with its anonymity helps the less privi-
leged to forget their disabilities and mix on more or less equal terms with
strangers. Even more significant has been the impact of rural trans-
port. Country buses are packed like sardines and the irrate driver or
conductor has little time to pay any regard to the caste susceptibility of
any of his passengers. The railways and even more the country buses have
perhaps done more for breaking caste barriers than all the religious teachers
and reformers from the days of the Buddha. FElectricity is helping in the
process by taking modern education, modern industry and modern com-
munications into the most remote areas. It would not be rash to predict

-that the impact of these forces will make caste obsolete before the end
of the century. ‘

Iv

The far reaching political, economic and social changes described
above would have been remarkable at any time and for any people. Nor-
mally, such revolutionary changes have taken place only through violence
and disruption that destroyed the existing society and created a new order
out of the broken units. In the case of India, the transition has been
predominantly peaceful. There were no doubt several conflicts among



732 : THE GAZETTEER OF INDIA

different sections of the Indian people before independence. Things took
an ugly turn when, on the eve of independence, the two major commu-
nities of the country seemed poised against each other in regular armed
camps. Indian independence was ultimately attained at the cost of unity.
When a live organism is cut into two, dislocation and suffering are
inevitable. In the wake of the partition of India, millions were uprooted.
Accepted standards of conduct were destroyed overnight. Men and women,
who in normal times were peace-loving citizens and governed by human
considerations, lost their balance and became temporarily insane. Acts
of cruelty, oppression and barbarism occurred which are not only against
the Indian but against any human tradition. For a while it appeared that
men had relapsed into a state of barbarism where the law of the jungle
ruled. During this period of turmoil, distress and fear, one voice rang
out in the clearest tones of humanism, rationality and democragy. Mahatma
Gandhi pitted himself against the rising clouds of darkness. Even though
he was physically destroyed, his spirit triumphed and the warring sub-
continent found in him a symbol of hope and restoration of human -
values. '
The independence of India set in motion a process of changes which
‘have had far-reaching effects throughout the world. Described as the
keystone in the arch of imperialism, it was perhaps inevitable that the
arch should come crumbling down, once India became free. When India
was fighting her battle of independence, she was fighting not only for her
own freedom but for the end of all colonial regimes throughout the world.
It is therefore not surprising that Indian independence was followed by
the liberation of almost all occupied territories throughout the world.
The liberation of Asia was followed by the liberation of Africa. Within
ten years of the attainment of Indian freedom, almost the whole of Africa
has shaken off the shackles of imperial rule. Africa is today proud and
free—a new member in the comity of nations in spite of the thousands of
years during which men had struggled against nature in that vast continent.
Indian freedom released new forces within the country and outside.
There was a rising crescendo of expectations and it was not surprising
that the reality did not always match the hopes. We have mentioned be-
fore the massive advances of India in the fields of agriculture, industry
and commerce. In the field of education, the addition of some 65 million
places in elementary and secondary schools within the brief period of
twenty years is no mean achievement. This is a remarkable feat and com-
pares favourably with the expansion of education in countries like the
U.S.A., US.S.R, Japan and the U.K. In terms of numbers, the Indian .
achievement is magnificient, but judged from the point of view of propor-
tion and even more from the point of view of quality, the Indian achieve-
ment is not up to expectations.
An unfortunate manifestation in recent times has been the growing
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emphasis on narrow loyalties. Before the advent of independence, Indians
were united in a common fight against an alien power. Opposition to
foreign rule served as a bond of unity and glossed over many internal
dissensions and differences.  With the attainment of independence, a
common focus of opposition disappeared. With it disappeared the bonds
of unity which had bound together the Indian people. In consequence,
we find today divisive tendencies in many parts of the country. India is
and has always been a land of sharp contrasts. Her per capita income
is among the lowest in the world and yet some of the richest men of the
world are Indian citizens. Indians include some of the most sophisticated
men even in the modern age and other Indians are among the simplest
and the most primitive people of the world. Every stage of civilization
and culture—from cowdung age to the age of atomic energy—co-exist
on the Indian sub-continent. It would have been surprising if with her
vast territory and such diversity among her people, Indians had been a
completely homogenous people united in every way.

The reality is that the Indian people are a conglomeration of many
races and tribes who have throughout the ages slowly worked towards
unity. In such a context, it is inescapable that there will be minority groups
of many types based on many considerations. There are groups organized
on the basis of religion, language, region, custom, traditions or race. In
fact, if one starts a close scrutiny, it would be difficult to discover any
majority group in this vast sub-continent. Even the Hindus—who may
be united against non-Hindus—show divisions in their customs, sects,
clans and linguistic groups. It is perhaps better to describe India as a
land of minorities in which the majority itself is fluctuating and differs
in shape, size and texture according to the principle of orgamization we
may seek. ‘ .

The various minority groups in India share with minority groups in
all countries a common difficulty. Each minority group is keen on preserv-
ing its autonomy and culture, and afraid of being submerged and lost
in the majority. The majority where it exists—and where there is no majo-
rity, the single largest group—becomes suspicious of the minorities’
insistence on autonomy. It is apprehensive that such demands may lead
to fragmentation and weakening of national integrity. The conflict between
these two points of view can be solved only if pride in group culture can
be combined with pride in the achievement of the nation. Whether it be
the question of Nagiland or Kashmir, of Tamil-speaking people or people
speaking one of the Adivasi languages, divisive symptoms which appear
today are mere expressions of the concern of different minority groups
to retain their identity in the weltering mass of Indian humanity.

Of all the problems which face independent India, the most insistent
and at the same time the most dangerous is the failure to provide necessary
openings for the rapidly increasing population of the land. We have seen
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that till now the production of food has on the whole kept pace with the
growth of population. With an agricultural breakthrough, the rate of
production can be accelerated. Simultaneously measures have been ini-
tiated and must be pursued with greater vigour to ensure that the rate of
population growth is brought under control. The enormous improvement
in national health services after independence is a major cause for the
acceleration in population growth. The birth rate in India has fallen over
the last half a century. In 1901, live births per thousand were 51; today
they are about 37. This fall in the birth rate has however had no effect
because of the sharper fall in the death rate. Before independence, the
death rate in India was one of the highest in the world—about 33 per
thousand. Today the death rate has been reduced to about 16 per thousand
and there are indications that the death rate may be lowered still further
with improvements in preventive and curative medical services. Increased
social services demand even stricter control of the growth of population
and this must be one of major tasks of independent India.

The control of population growth will demand family planning on an
extensive scale. This can be effective only through the individual approach

of educated men and women. Mass scale advertisements in newspapers
- and posters on the streets are likely to do more harm than good. To
approach every individual family will require the services of about a
million men and women for the half a million or more villages of India.
Equally urgent is the demand for electrification and better communica-
tions in rural areas. Capital intensive industries cannot absorb our enor-
mous manpower, but electrification—whether through thermal or hydro-
electric or atomic means—offers the prospect of converting every village
home into a miniature factory where family members can work in a con-
genial atmosphere without the friction and clashes that are inescapable
in any large-sized factory. Minute additions to the income of each of the
hundred and odd million families of India will have a snowball effect by
creating demands for all kinds of consumer goods. This will give a fillip
to the diverse industries of the country and in turn provide the incentive
for the developmnet of heavy industries and the economic infra-structure.
Once the present backlog of unemployment is wiped out, the present
mood of frustration and despair will also disappear.

v

In one of his most remarkable statements, Rabindranath Tagore said
that unity is not uniformity and only those who are different can unite.
We have secen that the Indian Union has been constituted by the willing
adherence of different sections of the Indian people to form a united
Indian nation. So long as the Indian nation respects the claims of each of
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its constituents, tries to mete out equal justice to all, the unity of India
can never be in danger. It is only when there is an attempt by any
element—whether religious or linguistic or political—to dominate over
other units and impose its character on others that Indian unity faces
danger. By its reconciliation of differences and recognition of unity in
- diversity, independent India has opened new horizons not only for herself
but for the entire world. In the modern age, all societies must be multiple
societies and these multiple societies must combine to form the one World
in which alone the hope of man lies. :

We have mentioned how the formation of the Indian Union marks
a new departure in Indian history. In the past, there were empires when
outstanding individuals conquered large territories and brought them
under one control. We have also seen that these attempts at political
unification of India failed, partly because technology had not reached
a stage where a vast territory like India could be ruled from one centre.
Aristotle said that the size of an ideal state must be such that a man can
get on a hill-top and his voice carry to the farthest limits of the state.
Today with telephone, radio and telecommunication, a man’s voice can
carry not only to the farthest corners of India but perhaps to the farthest
corners of the world. Movement by train and bus and ¢ven more by aero-
plane has helped to solve the problem of distance. In a way, still more
important has been the invention and manufacture of large printing
presses which can turn out newspapers and other material by tens of .
thousands within the hour. .

Greater facility of movement has led to a vast expansion in the travelling
habits of the people. In ancient times, a village 6 km. away was described
as videsSa or foreign country by a villager. Normally, he never moved more
than 8 or 16 km. from his village. If he went on a pilgrimage, he often
performed his own §raddha before leaving. Today, thousands of villagers
go on Bhdrata Darsana and travel from one end of India to another not
only to places of pilgrimage but also to see the country and with, it some
of the great monuments, ancient, medieval and modern built for artistic,
industrial or other purposes. The Taj Mahal attracts today hundred of
thousands of visitors every year. Bhiakra Nangal or Gandhi Sagar or the
Atomic Energy Establishment at Trombay attract similar crowds. The
sense of oneness has grown not only because people have voluntarily
united to form one Republic, but also because they have far greater
opportunities of mixing with one another and realizing that, though
different in many ways, they all form part of one great nation.

This sense of unity has been further strengthened by various programmes
undertaken by government as well as non-official agencies. All India
Radio provides music of all regions for the benefit and delight of men
and women of all regions. The Sahitya Akademi started a programme of
translating about a dozen classics of every major Indian language into
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every other major Indian language, so that there would be a corpus of
some two hundred books which would be the common heritage of all
Indians. UNESCO cooperated in a further programme of translations
in which some two -hundred major classics of the world-—Asian, African,
European and American—would be available for translation into every
major Indian language to stress the community of Indians with people
of other countries and other cultures. There have been many intra-State
exchanges of cultural troupes by which dancers and musicians of Kashmir
have performed in Kerala while similar troupes of Manipur have performed
in Tamil Nadu. Kathakali of Kerala and Bharata Natyam of Tamil Nadu
today rub shoulders with Odissi of Orissa and Kathak of Uttar Pradesh.
In the world of culture, every part of India is proud of its own distinctive
contribution and at the same time equally proud of the great achievement
of Indian civilization in its infinite richness and complexity.

Perhaps for the first time in history, Indians have developed a conscious-
ness of inner unity. In the past also there was a general feeling of Indian-
ness, but it had not been given a firm intellectual and still less a political
basis. One of the tragedies of India hds been the failuie to effect an intel-
lectual synthesis of the great thoughts of ancient India with thoughts
which came from Western Asia or Europe. During the period of British
rule, western science as well as western political concepts influenced
the thoughts and actions of Indians but the association generally remained
external. In many cases, there was just a position of different elements
without a real fusion among them. Independent India offers vast oppor-
tunities of synthesis where the various elements can be merged to form
a coherent outlook which will retain the contribution of each giver and
yet give to the totality a flavour that is characteristically Indian.

‘Tt is because of this development that independent India has within a
brief period been able to make a mark in the international field. India
has been a free nation for only a little over twenty five years. Economically,
India is still at the receiving end of international economic transactions.
In spite of the lack of any overwhelming political, economic and military
strength, India’s impact on international affairs has been striking. The
First Asian Relations Conference was held in New Delhi on the eve of
independence and gave a new sense of unity and purpose to all Asian
peoples. The First Asian History Congress and the First Asian Literary
Conference were also held in New Delhi. Still more important, the political
conference held in New Delhi almost immediately after independence
was a major factor in solving the Indonesian problem and led to the
emergence of the Republic of Indonesia as a free entity in free Asia. It was
again India which was largely responsible for enunciating the principle
of peaceful co-existence and cooperation in economic and cultural matters
in spite of differences in political and social organization. India’s has always
been a voice for reason and moderation in the councils of the United
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Nations. It is not surprising that with this approach to political problems,
India should play a leading role in both United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation and Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion. There have been occasions when India has spoken not only for herself
but for other developing countries of the world. Perhaps the high water-
mark of India’s achievement in the international field was the Bandung
Conference where Jawaharlal Nehru played a leading role.

Independent India has also opened out new prospects for her children
in almost every field of human activity. Before independence, able and
ambitious young Indians had very limited opportunities for using their
talents. For some twenty years before 1947, the highest ambition of an
able young Indian was to get into the Indian Civil Service. The Army,
the Navy and the Air Force were still largely the preserve of the British,
though a small but gradually expanding opening had been made in this
citadel of exclusiveness after the first World War. Today there is hardly
any field anywhere in the world where Indians have not made a mark.
Within India, the highest political offices as well as positions of responsi-
bility and power in the administrative, the economic and the professional
world have opened out to them. Opportunities have unfolded in the outside
world as well. There are Indian scientists, technologists and educationists
in pragctically every country of the world working either on their own or
on behalf of the International Civil Service which has developed through
the United Nations and its associated agencies.

The modern age is characterized by a new concept of technical assistance
from more advanced to less advanced countries. India has been a recipient
of such assistance in many fields, but even Indians do not always remember
that she is equally a donor. In fact, the number of foreigners serving in
India on various technical assistance programmes is less than the number
of Indians who in one capacity or another are rendering technical assistance
to various countries of the world. Such employment of Indians abroad
is not confined to the economically and scientifically less developed coun-

‘tries. The U.S.A. and the U.K., like many of the developed Western Eurc-

pean countries, have drawn heavily on Indian talent and it was perhaps
a fitting recognition of this Indian contribution to the world pool of
scientific knowledge that an Indian domiciled in the U.S.A. should be the
recipient of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for 0r1g1na1 research in the
mysteries of human heredity.

India has today not only embassies or missions in most countries of
the world, but there are a large number of Indian students and teachers
in many of them. Equally striking is the expansion of Indian industry
and commerce beyond India’s shores. From the beginning of recorded
history, India was an exporter of cotton textiles, steel, sugar and finished
goods of various types. In the last two hundred years, Indian export
of finished goods had declined and she was reduced to the position of
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mainly an exporter of raw materials. After independence the old trends
have been revived. Today India exports many types of goods and seeks
markets in the farthest ‘corners of the world. Indian industrialists and
entrepreneurs are helping to develop the Indian economy and simulta-
neously exploring possibilities of development in distant regions. They
have carried India’s industrial flag to the heart of Africa as well as some
of the most industrially developed countries of the world. There is thus
a renaissance in India which is expressing itself in almost every field of
human activity and proving once again that the capacity of India to serve
the world is as strong today as it was in the days of glory in the ancient
and medieval past. Truly new horizons have opened out, horizons of
hope, endeavour and fulfilment for new generations of Indians in the
new dawn of independent India.
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